
 

 

Honorable Susan E. Rice       September 2, 2011 

United States Ambassador 

United Nations 

 

Honorable Rice, 

 

The International Tobacco Control Policy Research Collaborative, an NIH supported research consortium that has 

focused on evaluating tobacco control policies implemented as part of the World Health Organization’s Framework 

Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC) fully supports the United Nations Global Summit on Non-Communicable 

Diseases (NCDs) and the issuance of an action oriented Outcomes Document, which would commit governments to 

accelerate the implementation of the FCTC treaty.  

 

The FCTC has been ratified by over 170 countries.  Ratification obligates countries to implement a comprehensive set of 

tobacco control policies intended to reduce the demand for tobacco use.  These evidence based policies include measures 

to:  keep the price of tobacco high; protect nonsmokers from exposure to tobacco smoke; regulate products; control 

packaging and labeling of tobacco products; ban tobacco product marketing; educate the public; promote and assist 

tobacco cessation and prevention; prevent sales to minors; and promote alternative uses for tobacco croplands.   

Quite simply, maximizing the effectiveness of the FCTC for reducing tobacco-related harm has greater potential to 

reduce cancer in the coming decades than all the biomedical advances put together, and to do so at a small fraction of the 

cost. It also promises substantial benefits for other diseases.  Importantly, much of the benefit will be experienced in the 

developing world where access to high-end treatments remains limited.  The FCTC policies are not complex; in fact they 

are common-sense policies, but their effective implementation will define the success of global efforts to control tobacco 

use over the next decade and beyond. 

 

The United Nation’s Summit represents an important opportunity to put NCDs on the global agenda; secure commitment 

from governments around the world to fight NCDs; increase financial resources and save millions from premature death 

and debilitating health complications.  Sadly, an inexplicitly the United States has yet to sign the FCTC treaty and join 

with nations around the world to make a difference against the global epidemic of diseases which are mainly caused by 

tobacco use.  In support of the Summit, the United States should join with other nations and immediately ratify the FCTC 

treaty.     

 

The Outcomes Document from the UN would create a strong political mandate for the FCTC and its tobacco control 

objectives, thus saving millions of lives by reducing the devastation caused by non-communicable diseases.  

 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

K. Michael Cummings, MPH, PhD 

Co-leader of the International Tobacco Control Policy Research Collaborative  

 and 2009 recipient Luther Terry Award 

 


